
Indigenous Land Corporation

Commercial in Confidence
BOARD LAND ACQUISITION DECISION

Decision No

BOARD MEETING No
PROPOSAL No
BY
FOR

20
A215
Mirimbiak Nations Aboriginal Corporation.
Wurrundjeri Tribe Land Compensation Culture and Heritage
Council

FOR Coranderrk Homestead

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE INDIGENOUS LAND CORPORATION:

1. Notes Land Acquisition Proposal No A215 in relation to the proposed purchase of 
Coranderrk Homestead.(“the property”);

2. Recognises the attachment of the proposed owners of the property and the cultural 
significance of the property as described in Proposal No A215, having due regard to 
the National Indigenous Land Strategy and the Regional Indigenous Land Strategy for 
Victoria;

3. Directs the General Manager of the ILC to negotiate the acquisition of Coranderrk 
Homestead in accordance with the Standard Conditions relating to land acquisition 
under Section 191D(1)(b) of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission Act 
1989 (“the Act”) for the purpose of granting the land to an Aboriginal Corporation (“the 
title holding body”) under Section 191D(1)(a) of the Act, to a maximum of valuation plus 
10%.

4. Agrees that the ILC shall, pursuant to Section 191 E(1) of the Act, meet the cost of 
Crown rents, rates, taxes and other statutory outgoings relating to the properties for a 
period of one year only starting from the date they are purchased by the ILC;

The purchase of the land and the chattels is subject to the following:

5. The “Standard Conditions Relating to Land Acquisition” contained in the “ILC 
Guidelines”;



6. The following special conditions:

(a) the provision by the proponent of a written undertaking not to disclose any information 
regarding dealings between the proponent and the ILC to any third party prior to the 
completion of the sale without the prior approval of the General Manager of the ILC.

(b) that divestment is conditional upon a suitable title holding body being formed, the 
membership of which ensures inclusive membership of all those with traditional and/or 
historical connections to Coranderrk Station;

(c) until 6(b) is satisfactorily resolved no single group or individual be allowed to occupy 
the land prior to divestment.

7. The ILC, by consultation between its General Manager and its Chairman, 
reserves the right to vary or add to the terms and conditions to apply to the 
purchase of the property as it thinks fit, but such varied or additional conditions 
shall not be inconsistent with or derogate from the terms and conditions set out 
above.

MOVED, Director

SIGNED, David Ross, Chairman: Date: 2A

72.5



Indigenous Land Corporation

INTERNAL MEMORANDUM

TO: Len Owen

Adrienne NorwoodFROM:

ATTENTION:Simon Treloar
Murray Chapm

SUBJECT: DIVESTMENT OF TITLE TO CORANDERRK HOMESTEAD, 
VICTORIA

DATE: 18/3/99

ENCLOSED:
Copy of certificate of incorporation (folio 719)
Copies of relevant correspondence (folios
718,707,683,671,669,570,569,564,562, 516,
557,499,407,395,286,
Copy of Board Decision from mtg 20 re Coranderrk (folio 514)
Copy of model rules adopted by the newly incorporated Wandoon Estate 
Aboriginal Corporation

On the basis of the above mentioned and enclosures and notes on file A/215,1 am of 
the opinion that:

a)the property known as Coranderrk Homestead is located within Wurrundjeri
country;
r """ —■

blthe proposed divestee, Wandoon Estate Aboriginal Corporation is controlled by 
Wurrundjeri people;

c) consistent with the ILC board decision, the title holding body allows for associate 
membership for people with an historical cnnnertinn tn Coranderrk through descent 
from prior residents:



d) divestment by the ILC of the titles to the property will, on the above advice and 
information, return proprietorship ancTcontrol of this property to the traditional 
owners via the corporation;

e) I am not aware of any competing claims to traditional ownership of the property;

f) the corporation has acknowledged that the IT.C. shall not be obliged to meet any 
costs of any activity on the land after divestment of title to the Corporation by the 
ILC.

g) There is no Native Title claim lodged in this region yet, but advice received 
regarding future claims is not adverse to the traditional ownership of the Corporation.

(7 ,

ADRIENNE NORWOOD
Team Leader Acquisitions-Central Division



PROPERTY DETAILS

Proposal No. A416

PROPERTY DETAILS
. Name
. Location
. State
. Proponent Group

. Proprietors

. Area

Springfield Gorge
Lot 11 Kilmore-Lancefield Rd, Kilmore
Victoria
Wurrundjeri Tribe & Land Compensation & Cultural Heritage
Council
Paul Francis Bourke and Margaret Mary Bourke
39.32 Ha

FINANCIAL DETAILS
. Asking Price
. Valuation
. Valuation Range
. Date of Valuation

$
$260,000.
$255,000 to $260,000 
21/09/1998.

BOARD APPROVAL ESSKI ' % X-• . h v ; - sSS
. Decision No
. Board No
. Price
. Special Condition of Interest

154
29
Maximum $286,000.
ILC will meet the cost of immediate repairs and maintenance 
to the maximum price shown in the valuation.

ILC INSTRUCTIONS
♦ Date
. Board Decision
. To Acquiring Office

19/10/1998
Land Acquisition Decision 
20/10/1998

AGREEMENT DETAILS
. Agreed Price
. Date of Agreement
. Deposit Required
. Date of Settlement

: $260,000
: 23/11/1998

Nil 
tba

PROJECT STATUS

Ci

ifokn OA
CW*(7/5) No change, retain in report until possession occurs in June. (26/2) AGS advise settlement

effected on 23/2. Vendors wanted to settle early. Vendors remain in possession in accordance with pLlfl/R
terms of agreement. Possession expected late June 1999. ‘c^SCtWA

MV
(30/10) New project, KFPW is still assessing. (6/11) KFPW inspected the property on 9 November Mb
1000 a ------coss non m/i 1\ vkduz k«<, tk„ vM .>1998. A written offer to purchase at $255,000 is to be made. (13/11) KFPW has written to the
owners making an offer to purchase for the sum of $255,000. (20/11) KFPW is negotiating with the
owner. The asking price has been lowered to $262,500 and the owner is currently considering 
whether $260,000 will be acceptable. (27/11) The owners are prepared to accept $260,000 subject . L
to a leaseback arrangement for a period of up to 5 months from the settlement date. A rent of $160 atk adviv
per week has been offered. KFPW is to formalise and fine tune the arrangements. The owners are tC 
to remove the above ground pool and allow liberal access to the purchaser or any other approved 
party during the leaseback period. (4/12) The AGS is arranging for a contract of sale to be finalised. 1 ■ 
(24/12) Contracts exchanged today. AGS preparing for settlement by 24 March 1999..^^ b'lKwJu)

Aweshw) lo VJiLwdoirr.PROJECT OFFICER Rex Lee

as at 7/5/99 ^4

WcmAcUvV WguaV SP^b Rd bvUr





















    
    
     
    

   

     

   
 

  



  

  
   

  

  

 

       
 

 

       

           
   

           
       

          
         

          
            

    

            
             

           
             

         











Indigenous Land Corporation Land Enterprise Australia 
ACN 084 704 423

John Wilson
Chief Executive Officer

Through: Len Owen
Divisional Manager

Coranderrk

At the last ILC Board meeting, Directors requested a review of the acquisition of 
Coranderrk and how the proposed beneficiaries have, in fact, benefited from the 
acquisition. CDO has had an ongoing involvement in Coranderrk since divestment 
through advising the group on management issues, assisting them to access PMP and 
through the implementation of good order works on the property. This memo is to 
provide comment on the number of people benefiting from the acquisition of 
Coranderrk and to provide a summery of activities since title was divested to the title­
holding body, Wandoon Estate Aboriginal Corporation.

1. Number of people benefiting

The Land Acquisition Report (LAR) for Coranderrk noted an estimated! 67 - 3000 
beneficiaries. The first figure relates to the approximate number of Wurundjeri people 
who directly benefit as owners of part of their traditional land. The immense historical 
importance of Coranderrk to Victorian Koories who are descendants of residents of 
Coranderrk led to the second number of beneficiaries being included in the LAR. The 
number of beneficiaries therefore relates to the number of people who are able to 
become members or associate members of the title-holding body, if they choose. 
Wurundjeri people are able to become members of Wandoon Estate Aboriginal 
Corporation, and people who are descendants of former residents of Coranderrk are able 
to become associate members of the corporation. It must also be noted that connection 
is not necessarily associated with physical proximity.

Since divestment, a wedding has taken place at Coranderrk, which was featured in the 
local newspaper at the time. The Central Division has not been contacted by anyone 
with complaints about being refused access to the property. The property is usually 
locked for security reasons. I have received comments from one or two people in 
Victoria, about the inability of the title-holders to adequately manage Coranderrk, 
however these have been few and have not been backed up with any specific details.

2. Activity since divestment



When title to Coranderrk was divested, the original owner was kept on as a tenant in the 
house and cattle agistment continued. Recently the tenant has vacated the homestead. In 
the short term, it was decided by members of Wandoon Estate to continue with this 
situation while planning and other management issues were considered by the group. 
The income gained through the agistment is covering the costs associated with rates, 
water and insurance of the property. The group are developing their idea for a 'keeping 
place' to be established at the homestead. This concept is in the preliminary stages of 
development and will require a feasibility study and extensive planning.

At the time Coranderrk was acquired by the ILC, the property had been somewhat 
neglected in terms of an adequate repairs and maintenance regime. The ILC has 
recognised that in order for the building, especially, not to deteriorate further, the ILC 
should bring the property up to a state of 'good order'. Wandoon Estate Aboriginal 
Corporation, for various reasons, has required time and assistance to become fully 
functional and able to work towards a focussed and organised approach to the 
management of the property. For this reason CDO was not able to commence with 
actioning the good order works on the property until late last year. It is now planned 
that the works will begin early in 2000, depending on the availability of tradespeople. A 
Project Manager has been contracted to manage the good order works.

Members of Wandoon Estate have acknowledged that they have limited experience 
managing a complex property such as Coranderrk and that they require assistance. The 
CDO Land Management Research Officer has assisted the group to access the PMP 
program, with limited success due to the group not fully committing to the process. 
Wandoon Estate has now, however, undertaken steps to establish a Coranderrk 
Management Committee. The inaugural meeting to establish the Coranderrk 
Management Committee took place 29 January 2000. Aboriginal Affairs Victoria is keen 
to assist in this process and has agreed to assist the group to develop a cultural heritage 
plan for the property. A preliminary Coranderrk management budget was presented at 
this meeting, and further work needs to be undertaken to develop a thorough budget for 
the ongoing management of the property. Members of Wandoon Estate are seeking a 
person with a financial/accounting background to become a member on the Coranderrk 
Management Committee.

3. Planned Future Activities

Despite a very slow start, members of Wandoon Estate seem to now be in a position 
where they can concentrate on establishing the management committee, which will 
draw on the expertise of AAV and other agencies who have experience in heritage and 
land management issues. The immediate focus of the management committee will be 
planning. The good order works on the property will require input from Wandoon Estate 
members and there are plans to also utilise CDEP workers for some of the works, such 
as painting and landscaping. The development and implementation of a cultural heritage 
plan for Coranderrk will be of benefit to many people with traditional and historical 
connection to Coranderrk.

Robyn Bishop
Field Assessor







   

     

 

   
     

 

 

  

  

   
          

 

 

    

      

  

 
     

 

  

  

 



 

 
 
 ABN: 59 912 679 254 

Freecall: 1800 818 490  
Website: www.ilc.gov.au 

 

 
 

 
File Note 

 
Subject: Wandoon Estate Aboriginal Corporation 
Date:   8th May 2007 
 

 rang to ask who had the title to Corranderrk Homestead. I advised her 
that it was my understanding that Wandoon Estate had this, but I would check files and 
confirm with her. said that she is on the Wandoon Estate Committee and claims 
that she has no knowledge of this title being handed over. 
 
She said that although the Wandoon Estate Committee was meant to have a meeting (as 
required under the ORAC notice), she is sceptical as there have not been any minutes 
forthcoming despite her following up. She has had some discussion with a person by the 
name of , whom she believes is the Secretary of Wandoon Estate, who promised 
her the minutes, but for which she still waiting. 
 
 
 
 
 
For information. 
 
 
 
 
 
Callie Hartman 
Operations Manager CDO 
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Freecall: 1800 818 490  
Website: www.ilc.gov.au 

 

 
 

 
File Note 

 
Subject: Coranderrk Homestead 
Date:   9th May 2007 
Present:  
   
   
 
Discussion regarding following issues at Coranderrk: 

• Weed control – tenants’ letter regarding blackberry bushes on the property 
• Land management application 
• Possible good order works 
• ORAC investigation and findings 

 
A land management application from Wandoon Estate Aboriginal Corporation (Wandoon) 
would be required for funding to undertake weed control on the property. This needs to 
be discussed with both  (Wandoon) and the tenant needs to be advised that 
Wandoon is making an application to get funding to address the weed problem. 
 
ORAC findings list actions required by Wandoon in order to become compliant with ORAC 
requirements, but no repercussions of not becoming compliant are identified. 
   
Action to be taken: 
 

 to arrange a visit Coranderrk to discuss possible land management 
application; inspect the property for possible good order works; and discuss future 
options for the property. 
 
 
 
 
Callie Hartman 
Operations Manager - CDO 



 

 
 
 ABN: 59 912 679 254 

Freecall: 1800 818 490  
Website: www.ilc.gov.au 

 

 
 

 
File Note 

 
Subject: Coranderrk Homestead 
Date:   9th May 2007 
 

 rang me to check if I had received the minutes for the Wandoon Estate 
Aboriginal Corportation’s AGM. She said she wanted to keep the ILC up to date with 
events. She has contacted ORAC regarding the minutes and intends to discuss issues with 

 (ORAC) around the content of the minutes, such as non-members vs 
members at the meeting. I confirmed that it was best followed up with ORAC and 
thanked her for forwarding a copy of the minutes to me. 
 
She also again queried the granting of the title to Wandoon, explaining that she had no 
recollection of a handover of the title to Wandoon or ever seeing the title itself. I 
undertook to clarify this for her. 
 
Action to be taken: 
 
I will try to confirm the circumstances regarding the title handover and if the title was 
physically transferred to Wandoon Estate Aboriginal Corporation. 
 
 
 
Callie Hartman 
Operations Manager - CDO 



 

 
 
 ABN: 59 912 679 254 

Freecall: 1800 818 490  
Website: www.ilc.gov.au 

 

 
 

 
File Note 

 
Subject: Wandoon Estate Aboriginal Corporation 
Date:   24 July 2007 
 
I spoke with Christian Lugnan from ORATSIC regarding Wandoon Estate. ORATSIC had 
requested advice from ILC regarding the Deed of Grant between the ILC and Wandoon 
for Coranderrk Homestead and how this might affect the issue of Wandoon requesting 
that it is able to narrow its membership. Wandoon has asked to be able to hold a Special 
General Meeting in order for this issue to be discussed, but ORATSIC wanted ILC advice 
prior to agreeing to such a meeting.    
 
Legals provided advice on this matter and I relayed it to ORATSIC, as per Paul Hayes’ 
email. I have faxed a copy of the Deed of Grant to Christian. 
 
Christian advised that initially Wandoon wanted to narrow the membership to exclude all 
descendants of the female forebears for traditional reasons, but subsequently have 
indicated that it would be seeking to exclude only those descendants from one particular 
female forebear, which does not seem reasonable. 
 
ORATSIC has advised Wandoon that all other membership applications will also be heard, 
including those applications previously returned to certain applicants. ORATSIC has faxed 
these applications to Wandoon to be considered. 
 
I mentioned that the ILC had written to ORATSIC seeking advice on what repercussions 
there might be if Wandoon does not meet all deadlines from ORAC’s investigation. 
Christian advised that ultimately, an Administrator may be appointed, but in the 
meantime, ORATSIC is working closely with the group to rectify breaches. 
 
 
 
 
 
Callie Hartman 
Operations Manager 
CDO 

http://www.ilc.gov.au/
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File Note 

 
Subject: Wandoon Estate Aboriginal Corporation 
Date:   24 July 2007 
 
I spoke with Christian Lugnan from ORATSIC regarding Wandoon Estate. ORATSIC had 
requested advice from ILC regarding the Deed of Grant between the ILC and Wandoon 
for Coranderrk Homestead and how this might affect the issue of Wandoon requesting 
that it is able to narrow its membership. Wandoon has asked to be able to hold a Special 
General Meeting in order for this issue to be discussed, but ORATSIC wanted ILC advice 
prior to agreeing to such a meeting.    
 
Legals provided advice on this matter and I relayed it to ORATSIC. I have faxed a copy of 
the Deed of Grant to Christian. 
 
Christian advised that initially Wandoon wanted to narrow the membership to exclude all 
descendants of the female forebears for traditional reasons, but subsequently have 
indicated that it would be seeking to exclude only those descendants from one particular 
female forebear, which does not seem reasonable. 
 
ORATSIC has advised Wandoon that all other membership applications will also be heard, 
including those applications previously returned to certain applicants. ORATSIC has faxed 
these applications to Wandoon to be considered. 
 
I mentioned that the ILC had written to ORATSIC seeking advice on what repercussions 
might be if Wandoon does not meet all deadlines from ORAC’s investigation. Christian 
advised that ultimately, an Administrator may be appointed, but in the meantime, 
ORATSIC is working closely with the group to rectify breaches. 
 
 
 
 
 
Callie Hartman 
Operations Manager 
CDO 

http://www.ilc.gov.au/
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File Note 

 
Subject: Wandoon Estate Aboriginal Corporation 
Date:   30 July 2007 
 
I rang  and covered the following points: 

• Checked if he had received letter of notification that the land management 
application was approved. He had not received this so I re sent to Wandoon. 

• Advised him that a copy of the works contract had been sent to  to 
sign and for  to endorse on behalf of Wandoon Estate. This was fine. 

• He asked if the ILC required names of the local Aboriginal people being proposed 
to participate in some of the land management activities. I informed him that this 
was not necessary, but he would need to advise  and work with him on this 
issue. 

• I asked him how the issues with ORAC were going. Some of the comments he 
made were: 

o “ORAC has talked to Wandoon about narrowing the membership, but 
Christian (ORAC) has spoken to people who are not traditional people 
connected to the country – nobody is being deleted from the membership 
– Wandoon is just trying to formalise its membership in traditional terms 
and applicants need to prove their connection to the country and the 
Wandin forebears. 

o Christian has advised that Wandoon needs to consider the applications to 
become members that were previously returned to applicants and 
Wandoon will do this, along traditional lines. 

o He made some comments in relation to the Wurrundjeri group and its 
attempts to become a Registered Aboriginal Party under the Aboriginal 
Heritage Council and how he thought that this should not happen because 
applicants need to show connection to country. 

o Wandoon is looking at getting Native Title over Coranderrk.” 
• I mentioned that the ILC had purchased Coranderrk Homestead and granted it to 

Wandoon Estate for the benefit of its members who were identified in its rules as 
those Aboriginal people descended from the 8 Wandin family members and it 
would like to see that this continue. 

• He advised that members are still free to come to Coranderrk and camp and visit, 
so long as there is some notice given to Wandoon. 

 
 
 
Callie Hartman 
Operations Manager Vic/Tas 



Central Division 



Australian Government
Indigenous Land Corporation

ABN: 59 912 679 254 
Freecall: 1800 818 490

Website: www.ilc.gov ai

File Note

Subject: Springfield Gorge Victoria - Visit
Date: 26 November 2009
Wbiie in the area on other business I ^CbS thetase f^a

It appeared the property rs still eased!Jt tea Pq js the Tit|e Holding
B^XooTEttrlboriginal Corporation a full property inspection was not 

undertaken.
The property was kept in a tidy manner and appeared to be well maintained. Visible 

fences were fine and no issues of concern were s.ghted.

Anita Thiele
Project Advisor
Central Division Office



LAMIRS
Page 1 of 1

LAMIRS - Land Acquisition and Management Information Reporting System (Production Database) 

Project | Property | Enquiry , Reports | Administration
Current project errors: 
- as Project Manager: C

- as Responsible Manager: (0) 
(Refresh)

.Search -Rioparty pr

Property ID: 416 Property Name: Springfield Gorge
Property State: VIC Holding Status: ILC Granted

-Summary---------emparty_____ Earn

- PROPERTY SUMMARY

X Close Property

Property ID:

Property Name:

Property Description: 

Address:

State:

Post Code: 

Town / Suburb: 

Nearest Centre: 

Location Type: 

Land Use:

Area (Ha):

416

Springfield Gorge

VIC

3764

Springfield

Melbourne 

(Not Specified) 

(Not Specified) 

40 4371

Launch Mapping Session

- PROPERTY HOLDING HISTORY

Comment

24/02/1999 Acquired $260,000 ILC

23/02/2000 Granted

A0416

2 Refresh

Wandoon Estate Aboriginal 
Corporation

Date Event Value Recipient
Project

•1 PROPERTY FUNDING

http://adl-web02/LAMIRS_Prod/Workflows/Property/PropSummary.aspx?MenuID=20... 4/12/2009



















1^3

Australian Government

Indigenous Land Corporation

ABN: 59 912 679 254 
Freecall: 1800 818 490 

Website: www.ilc.gov.au

File Note

Project Name: Coranderrk Property

Project ID: A0215

Subject: Contact with ORIC regarding Wandoon Estate AC

Date: 30/8/2017

I contacted Ruth Jones from ORIC regarding the letter Invitation to show cause why your 
corporation should not be under special administration.

I advised Ruth:
• The ILC has an interest in WEAC and that the ILC had divested the property 

Coranderrk (Healesville) in 1999 and was concerned about it.
• The ILC has a current project with this group.
• The ILC is aware of the issues relating to the group and its Governance issues.

Ruth advised:
• She would make a note on the file regarding the ILC interest
• That ORIC's role is to assist the group moving forward
• The ILC's support is welcome and that ORIC have a new Advisory committee that they 

may ask the ILC to be a part of should the group end up in special administration.

Action:

Wait for 14 days to lapse and follow up the outcome with ORIC

Jo Taskas

z y
Project Advisor, Central Division

■rul-h of urji]
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